
British farmers abandoning less sustainable, more costly organic techniques

Even as demand for organic food remains high, the farmers producing it are falling by the wayside.

UK government figures show that while organic food sales have bounced back from the low that followed
the 2008/9 financial crash, the amount of land being farmed organically in Britain continues to shrink. In
2013, the last year for which data are available, land in the process of being converted to organic fell by
24 percent, with fully organic land falling by 3.9 percent. The number of producers and processors of
organic food fell for the fifth year in a row, by 6.4 percent, and the number of organic sheep, pigs and
cattle also fell.

Last month a report by the European Environment Agency highlighted huge disparities between countries
and the fact that British organic farming has stalled: while 3.3 percent of land is farmed organically in the
UK, the same figure as in 2000, countries such as Austria and Spain have seen sharp rises (to
18.5 percent and 7.5 percent), while the number of UK farmers and certified processors making organic
food products stands at 6,072, down from 7,567 in 2009.

Michael Johnston, who farms sheep and cattle near Aberdeen, says money wasn’t his only reason for
giving up: “It’s not just a question of the subsidies and the premiums. People always say life is
complicated, but in this case, it really is.” In Johnston’s case, a reduction in subsidy was a factor, but so
was his growing interest in soil biology and climate change, and his conviction that the organic system
was not the best way to look after his soil.

Read full, original article: Why are organic farmers across Britain giving up?
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