
Deep dive analysis of glyphosate exposure-cancer link research

A little over a week ago, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) announced that 
glyphosate would be added to their list of agents that are “probably carcinogenic to humans.” Glyphosate
wasn’t the only pesticide added to the list, but as Nathanael Johnson noted at Grist, glyphosate tends to
be something of a lightning rod due to its association with genetically engineered (Roundup Ready) crops.
And it should surprise nobody that Monsanto is vehemently denying any health concerns, while the usual
suspects who oppose GMOs and pesticides are using it to advance their agendas.

Rather than simply re-state what others have said on the topic, I wanted to actually take a thorough look
at the evidence supporting this classification. I work with pesticides (especially glyphosate) on a regular
basis, so I take this classification very seriously. If glyphosate is indeed likely to cause cancer, I am in the
group of people who is most likely to be affected. The general public is highly unlikely to see any ill effects
from any agent with this classification based on available evidence.

I may change my mind when the IARC’s full monograph is published later, but based on the data I could
find, I don’t see any evidence for alarm. There is nothing here that I think can tarnish
glyphosate’s reputation as a very safe pesticide. But that doesn’t mean that we should throw caution to
the wind and douse ourselves in it. And for god’s sake, please stop saying things like “glyphosate is safe 
enough to drink.” Glyphosate is still a pesticide, after all. Proper protective equipment and procedures
should be followed when any pesticide is used. But when used according to label directions, I think there
is no reason to be scared whether you’re a homeowner trying to get rid of weeds in your sidewalk, or a
commercial applicator spraying 1,000 acres of Roundup Ready corn.

Read full, original article: Glyphosate and Cancer: What does the data say?

http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/pdf/MonographVolume112.pdf
http://grist.org/business-technology/so-roundup-probably-causes-cancer-this-means-what-exactly/
http://news.monsanto.com/news/monsanto-disagrees-iarc-classification-glyphosate
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/25/opinion/stop-making-us-guinea-pigs.html
http://www.motherjones.com/tom-philpott/2015/03/monsanto-herbicide-cause-cancer
http://www.ewg.org/release/world-health-organization-labels-glyphosate-probable-carcinogen
http://www.forbes.com/sites/matthewherper/2015/03/27/no-its-not-safe-to-drink-weed-killer-on-camera-but-who-cares/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/matthewherper/2015/03/27/no-its-not-safe-to-drink-weed-killer-on-camera-but-who-cares/

