Ancestry.com launches genetic service, but how much can it tell about heritage?

With only a bit of your saliva, Ancestry.com can send you a list of people you are related to, even cousins
that lived and died 200 hundred years ago. Or so claims the consumer genetics company in a new ad
campaign, touting the genealogical power of its new “AncestryDNA” test. The move is the latest in a big
push from such firms to get the general public genotyped and excited about their genetic heritage.

“Now, through a simple DNA test, AncestryDNA is fundamentally revolutionizing the way to discover your
family history, transforming the experience by making it faster and easier to go further into your family’s
past, and instantly discover new ancestors you never knew you had,” Ancestry CEO Tim Sullivan said in a
statement.

AncestryDNA obviates the need for intensive genealogical research and relies solely on the mighty bulk of
genetic databases and “new patent-pending algorithms” to match individuals to other people with genetic
similarities that indicate familial relatedness. Ancestry boasts more than 800,000 genotyped members in
its database, and the company claims that a new DNA testing technology, which reads a person’s genetic
code at “more than 700,000 DNA markers,” makes to possible to dig up relatives that lived centuries ago.

But some experts are cautioning that the prospects of unearthing 200 years worth of genetic relatedness
might be trickier than the company is making it sound. “Going back three or four generations, it's going to
be hard for a researcher to know whether you are descended from George Smith, the oldest of the family,
or any of the other sons,” Hank Greely, a director at the Center for Law and Biosciences at Stanford
University, told KQED. “The company is going to need an awful lot of family members’ DNA to determine
with a high degree of probability how closely you're related to a distant ancestor.”

Read full, original article: Ancestry.com Adds New Genetic Service
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