
Growing demand for organic corn forces US to import

A growing demand for organics, and the near-total reliance by U.S. farmers on genetically modified corn
and soybeans, is driving a surge in imports from other nations where crops largely are free of
bioengineering.

Imports such as corn from Romania and soybeans from India are booming, according to an analysis of
U.S. trade data released Wednesday by the Organic Trade Association and Pennsylvania State University.

That shows a potential market for U.S. growers willing to avoid the use of artificial chemicals and
genetically modified seeds, said Laura Batcha, chief executive officer of the association, which includes
Whole Foods Market Inc., Whitewave Foods Co. and Earthbound Farm LLC.

The report is “a help-wanted sign” for U.S. farmers, Batcha said. “There are market distortions that are
pretty striking.”

Most of the corn and soybean shipments become feed for chickens and cows so they can be certified
organic under U.S. Department of Agriculture guidelines. Organic poultry and dairy operators shun feed
made with seeds from Monsanto Co. and other domestic suppliers in favor of foreign products even as the
U.S. remains the world’s top grower of corn and soybeans.

As a result, imports to the U.S. of Romanian corn rose to $11.6 million in 2014 from $545,000 the year
before. Soybean imports from India more than doubled to $73.8 million.

Read full original article: U.S. Forced to Import Corn as Shoppers Demand Organic Food
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