Nigerian president signs law to usher in GMOs

Nigeria has finally joined the league of biotechnology countries with the signing the National Biosafety
Agency Bill into law by President Goodluck Jonathan.

The Law seeks to domesticate modern biotechnology used by advanced countries as cutting-edge
technology to boost economic development.

A statement signed by the Director-General/Chief Executive Officer of National Biotechnology
Development Agency, Professor Lucy Jumeyi Ogbadu stated that the Act would “create more
employment, boost food production that will put a smile on the faces of farmers and elevate hunger if
given good attention by government.”

According to the statement, “The National Biosafety Act is crucial in the management of Modern
Biotechnology in the country. Modern Biotechnology has been identified as an important tool that can help
countries to achieve food sufficiency/food security, industrial growth, health improvement and
environmental sustainability.

“The Biosafety Act will provide the legal framework to check the activities of modern biotechnology locally
as well as imported genetically modified crops into the country, including the provision of avenue to
engage Nigerian scientists/experts from different fields to identify and pursue solutions to our local
challenges.”

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and
analysis. Read full, original post: Nigeria Gets Biosafety Law, Joins League of Biotechnology countries
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