
Letter to Dr. Oz: ‘Your rebuttal full of logical fallacies’

Dear Dr. Oz,

As a TV host, book author, and “America’s Doctor,” you hold a powerful and privileged position to which
few people inside or outside your profession could ever aspire. I must admit to being envious of your
influence. I wish that more Americans were fascinated by the complicated nuance of biomedical research
than are fascinated by miracle cures. Alas, they are not (yet). I’m working on it, though.

I am writing to you because I was deeply troubled by your rebuttal to the letter signed by ten medical
doctors seeking your termination from Columbia University.

While I understand your desire to defend your reputation, your rebuttal failed to address any of the
scientific and ethical concerns raised in the letter. Instead, your statement was full of ad hominem attacks
and other logical fallacies. Such a rejoinder is not what I would expect from somebody claiming to be a
scientist (as you do), but far more typical of a person who has been thoroughly defeated in a scientific
debate. In fact, your response reminds me of the sort of outburst one regularly hears from anti-vaxxers,
anti-GMOers, climate change deniers, and the like.
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