
Chipotle’s non GMO policy will likely increase pesticide use and create more
‘superweeds’

A couple weeks ago, Chipotle announced they were removing genetically engineered crops (called
GMOs) from their menu. Kind of.

Dan Charles at NPR brought attention to one aspect that he called the “superweed” double standard:

… Chipotle points to the problems caused by herbicide-tolerant GMO crops and how they
encourage farmers to use a single herbicide, usually glyphosate, or Roundup. This, in turn, has
led to the emergence of herbicide-resistant weeds, which Chipotle calls “superweeds.”

Chipotle’s answer to this, per its new non-GMO policy, is to switch from soybean oil to
sunflower oil.

The problem is, many sunflower varieties, while not genetically modified, also are herbicide-
tolerant. They were bred to tolerate a class of herbicides called ALS inhibitors. And since
farmers starting relying on those herbicides, many weeds have evolved resistance to them. In
fact, many more weeds have become resistant to ALS inhibitors than to glyphosate.

Why should Chipotle bemoan the emergence of weeds that are resistant to glyphosate, yet not
to other weedkillers?

This is a point I’ve made several times in the past.

Herbicides used in the non-GMO alternatives chosen by Chipotle have indeed contributed to more
herbicide resistant weeds than the herbicides used in GMO crops. It is pretty clear that if “superweeds”
are really a problem Chipotle wants to solve, this is a pretty strange direction to take.

http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/04/30/403249551/why-we-cant-take-chipotles-gmo-announcement-all-that-seriously?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=food&utm_medium=social&utm_term=nprnews
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/04/30/403249551/why-we-cant-take-chipotles-gmo-announcement-all-that-seriously?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=food&utm_medium=social&utm_term=nprnews
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2015/03/24/394912399/a-top-weedkiiller-probably-causes-cancer-should-we-be-scared
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2012/03/12/148312077/how-a-sunflower-gene-crossed-the-line-from-weed-to-crop
https://twitter.com/WyoWeeds/status/442024376016195584
https://twitter.com/WyoWeeds/status/593081271749750784
http://www.kunc.org/post/superweed-scientists-define-controversial-concept
https://chipotle.com/gmo


The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis. Read full, original post: What does Chipotle’s switch to non-GMO ingredients mean for
pesticide use?
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