Pope says research and debate needed over GMO pros and cons

Pope Francis has called for a “scientific and social debate” on genetically modified foods that considers all
the information available.

The pontiff said it was difficult to give an overall judgment on the development of GMs — plant or animal —
for medical purposes or in agriculture.

Therefore the pope called for the financing of independent and interdisciplinary research to study GMs.

“To this end it is necessary to ensure scientific and social debate that is responsible and large, able to
consider all the information and to call things by their names,” said Pope Francis.

“GMOs is an issue which is complex; it must be approached with a sympathetic look at all its aspects and
this requires at least one effort to finance several lines of independent and interdisciplinary research.”

The pope acknowledged that the introduction of GMs in some regions had produced economic growth that
had helped solve problems.

However, he also highlighted “significant problems” with the technology that should not be minimised,
such as the “development of oligopolies in the production of seeds” and a “concentration of productive
land in the hands of the few” that leads to the “disappearance of small producers”.

The pope’s comments on GMs and pesticides were included in a draft encyclical in which he also called
for action on climate change to protect the planet.
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