
Brain structure may provide clues to Caitlyn Jenner, gender identity mystery

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis. 

We’re learning to be more accepting of transgender individuals. And we’re learning more about gender
identity, too.

The prevailing narrative seems to be that gender is a social construct and that people can move between
genders to arrive at their true identity.

But if gender were nothing more than a social convention, why was it necessary for Caitlyn Jenner to
undergo facial surgeries, take hormones and remove her body hair? The fact that some transgender
individuals use hormone treatment and surgery to switch gender speaks to the inescapable biology at the
heart of gender identity.

This is not to suggest that gender identity is simply binary — male or female — or that gender identity is
inflexible for everyone. Nor does it mean that conventional gender roles always feel right; the sheer
number of people who experience varying degrees of mismatch between their preferred gender and their
body makes this very clear.

In fact, recent neuroscience research suggests that gender identity may exist on a spectrum and that
gender dysphoria fits well within the range of human biological variation. For example, Georg S. Kranz at
the Medical University of Vienna and colleagues elsewhere reported in a 2014 study in The Journal of
Neuroscience that individuals who identified as transsexuals — those who wanted sex reassignment —
had structural differences in their brains that were between their desired gender and their genetic sex.

Read full, original post: How Changeable Is Gender?

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/23/opinion/sunday/richard-a-friedman-how-changeable-is-gender.html

