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****

I was boycotted because of my scientific opinions.

I was approached by the producers of a radio station in the Bay Area about interviewing me about my
book WHAT A PLANT KNOWS. The producers defined their program as “a politically left, investigative,
health/science show on the Pacifica station KPFA.”

Six hours before the scheduled interview I got the following email from my publicist  at FSG/SA books: “So
sorry about this, but she has canceled the interview (upon realizing you’re in favor of genetically modified
food). I’m so sorry! Now you don’t have to go on air at midnight, at least.”

At first I found this amusing, especially as I wasn’t even supposed to talk about GMOs! It was even funny
as a stereotype of Northern California. But I’ve realized that this censoring based on scientific opinion
has dangerous implications.

Yes, the producers of this private radio show are not obligated to interview me or anyone else. But once
having invited me about an issue completely unrelated to genetic engineering, to cancel this invitation
based on other opinions, smacks of McCarthysim. Indeed as I did not discuss GMOs in my book, the
producers of this show must have carried out a McCarthy-like background check to uncover my support of
genetic engineering in agriculture.
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