Genetically modified ‘micro pigs’ to be sold as pets in China

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and
analysis.

Cutting-edge gene-editing techniques have produced an unexpected byproduct — tiny pigs that a leading
Chinese genomics institute will soon sell as pets.

BGI in Shenzhen, a genomics institute, originally created the micropigs as models for human disease. On
23 September, at the Shenzhen International Biotech Leaders Summit in China, BGI revealed that it
would start selling the pigs as pets. The animals weigh about 15 kilograms when mature, or about the
same as a medium-sized dog. The institute quoted a price tag of 10,000 yuan (US$1,600) for the
micropigs.

With gene editing taking biology by storm, the field’s pioneers say that the application to pets was no big
surprise. Some also caution against it.

How to regulate the various applications of gene-editing is an open question that scientists are already
discussing with agencies across the world. BGI agrees on the need to regulate gene editing and says any
profits from the sale of pets will be invested in this research.

Some researchers think that dogs or cats will be next up for genetic manipulation. Scientists and ethicists
agree that gene-edited pets are not very different from conventional breeding. But that doesn’t make the
practice a good idea, says Jeantine Lunshof, a bioethicist at Harvard, who describes both as “stretching
physiological limits for the sole purpose of satisfying idiosyncratic aesthetic preferences of humans”.

Daniel Voytas, a geneticist at the University of Minnesota in Saint Paul, hopes that any buzz over gene-
edited pets does not hamper progress in developing gene-editing techniques for alleviating human disease
and creating new crop varieties.

Read full, original post: Gene-edited ‘micropigs’ to be sold as pets at Chinese institute
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