
Artificial wombs: Will they become possible and what does it mean for reproductive
rights?

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis. 

Hold onto your ovaries folks, womb transplants are here. Ten UK women have been approved for the
procedure, and babies born from donated uteruses could crawl among us as early as next year.

Leaving aside the ethical considerations of womb transplantation, our ability to gestate humans in novel
locations is developing so quickly that it’s worth looking ahead to the next development: artificial wombs,
or ectogenesis.

What would it mean for the uterus – and therefore, the biological necessity of women’s reproductive
labour – if it were to become obsolete?

Unlike other contested biotechnologies like human cloning, the demand for surrogacy speaks to a natural
community of probable supporters for ectogenesis.

Not having to contend with the biological limitations of ordinary pregnancy would be a gift to those
suffering from infertility, gay men, trans women, and many other groups whose longing for children is
circumscribed to varying extents. Our cultural understanding of family grows ever more inclusive, and
access to reproductive technology could play a large role in supporting that pluralism.

Nevertheless, growing humans outside women’s bodies raises the prospect of new forms of surveillance,
control and coercion.

Our most accepted rationale for abortion rests on the pregnant person’s right to control over her own body
– what we call bodily autonomy. So what happens when it’s possible to extract a foetus from a uterus
without killing it, and place it in the WombPro9000 for the remaining gestational period?

Read full, original post: Feminists: get ready: pregnancy and abortion are about to be disrupted

http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015/sep/29/10-women-receive-go-ahead-for-first-ever-womb-transplants-in-uk
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/sep/30/womb-transplants-medical-necessity-lifestyle-choice
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/oct/12/feminists-get-ready-pregnancy-and-abortion-are-about-to-be-disrupted

