
FDA offers point by point rebuke of Center for Food Safety, other activists GMO
labeling demand

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.

The Food and Drug Administration has refused to consider requiring the labeling of biotech foods,
affirming its longstanding policy that there’s no legal basis for mandating such disclosure on products that
are essentially the same as their conventional versions, writing in its decision:

…while we appreciate consumer interest in the labeling of food derived from genetically
engineered plants, consumer interest alone does not provide a sufficient basis to require
labeling disclosing whether a food has been produced with or without the use of such genetic
engineering. Absent a sufficient basis to require such labeling, the agency cannot compel food
manufacturers to label their foods with information regarding whether such foods were
produced through the use of genetic engineering.

The FDA decision came in denying petitions filed by the Center for Food Safety, an advocacy group that
has long fought to stop or restrict the commercialization of agricultural biotechnology, and the Truth in
Labeling Coalition.

The agency separately denied petitions asking it to require labeling of genetically engineered salmon, 
which the agency approved on Thursday.

The Center for Food Safety petition had argued that the use of biotechnology amounted to a “material”
difference that merited mandatory labeling, “if it results in a change to a food at the molecular or genetic
level” and a “significant share of consumers would find it relevant to their purchasing decisions.”

The group’s senior attorney, George Kimbrell, said it was reviewing its legal options. “FDA has robust
authority to require the labeling of GE foods and any decision to the contrary is legally wrong and contrary
to good governance and the overwhelming public will.”

To see the FDA responses to the different petitioners, click on the name of these groups: Center for Food 
Safety; Truth in Labeling Coalition; Food and Water Watch (salmon) Earth Justice and others (salmon) .

Read full, original post: FDA refuses to require GMO labeling

http://www.agri-pulse.com/Uploaded/Citizen_Petition_Denial_Response_from_FDA_CVM_to_Food_and_Water_Watch.pdf
http://www.agri-pulse.com/FDA-approves-biotech-salmon-11192015.asp
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Uploaded/Citizen_Petition_Denial_Response_from_FDA_CFSAN_to_Center_for_Food_Safety.pdf
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Uploaded/Citizen_Petition_Denial_Response_from_FDA_CFSAN_to_Center_for_Food_Safety.pdf
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Uploaded/Citizen_Petition_Denial_Response_from_FDA_CVM_to_Food_and_Water_Watch.pdf
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Uploaded/Citizen_Petition_Denial_Response_from_FDA_CVM_to_EarthJustice.pdf
http://www.agri-pulse.com/FDA-refuses-to-require-GMO-labeling-11192015.asp

