
Spread of farming in Europe shaped early human ancestry

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.

A study of ancient DNA has shed new light on European genetic history.

It confirms that farming spread across Europe due to the influx of ancient people from what is now eastern
Turkey.

Many modern Europeans owe their taller stature to these early farmers – and a later influx of Bronze Age
“horsemen” – say international researchers.

In the study, researchers mapped the genes of 273 ancient people who lived in West Europe and Asia
from about 8,500 to 2,500 years ago.

Of these, 26 were part of a population that gave rise to Europe’s first farmers.

Prof Ron Pinhasi of the School of Archaeology at University College Dublin, a lead researcher on the
study, said: “We now have the first clear evidence that agriculture in Europe started with the first farmers
coming from what is now Turkey.

“This is very exciting because there’s been a dispute for the last 40 years over whether that’s the case or
not.

“Some have argued that it was diffusion of ideas but not of people. We now have the evidence that it was
actually movement of people.”

Read full, original post: Genetic history of Europeans revealed

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34883225

