Animal biotechnology regulation needs overhaul

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and
analysis.

What do a fast-growing salmon and two hornless calves have in common?

In recent days they've ushered in a new era of food production and reframed the

While the calves are a long way from deregulation or market, both announcements signal a shift in the
decades-old regulatory logjam that has effectively blocked the advancement of animal biotechnology.

.. .Complex national and international regulations, which are triggered by the use of modern
biotechnology in the breeding process, rather than by an evaluation of potential risks and benefits posed
by the resulting animals themselves, are thwarting efforts to develop healthier and more productive food
animals through genetic engineering, argues Dr. Van Eenennaam in a review paper published Nov. 23 in
the open-access journal “Agriculture and Food Security.”

Given the advances in modern biotech, it's time to reassess how GE animals are evaluated and regulated,
and the hornless dairy calves and AquAdvantage salmon are good starting points.

These animals also have the potential to reshape the public conversation around biotechnology. The
calves and salmon are not commodity crops, and they do not require pesticides or any other proprietary
ingredients developed by their manufacturers. Neither are products of multinational corporations. In short,
they do not fit any of the usual biotech bogeymen memes.

That “one-size-fits-all” argument against GMOs has never been valid, and it becomes even more specious
now that hornless calves and the AQuAdvantage salmon are on the scene.

Read full, original post: Salmon and Calves Reframe Biotech Debate
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