
Media paint modern agriculture as ‘boogeyman,’ but science disagrees

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.

In some circles, there is now what appears to be an established, unquestioned and largely unchallenged
consensus that modern agriculture is an unsustainable failure and responsible for any number of ills in our
society. The media and our larger cultural discourse are riddled with well-orchestrated misinformation
about our food supply and how it is produced. Every ill is blamed on modern food production. An outbreak
of E coli 0157:H7 in spinach was widely blamed on industrial. Months later when the source was identified
as being organically grown spinach and that the E coli probably came from free range cattle in a low
density ranch across the river, it was old news and largely unreported. In fact, it is difficult to find any
reporting of it in either mainstream media or alternative media. . . .

The anti-modern agriculture ideologues know the cause of all our food ills before they happen and are
quick to put in Op-Ed pieces (including in the Houston Chronicle, in this case via the L.A. Times) and
otherwise voice their opinions blaming “industrial agriculture.”  Those who await the evidence from
scientific inquiry will find that contrary opinions are again not accepted because they are no longer news.
Unfortunately the internet and the abiding faith of the anti-modern true believers means that no matter
how thoroughly the original myths are factually refuted, they tend to live on in cyberspace to be called
forth years later as needed.

Read full, original post: In Defense of Modern Industrial Agriculture, Agribusiness and Our Food Supply: 
A Spirited Response to the Critics

http://www.butterfliesandwheels.org/2015/in-defense-of-modern-industrial-agriculture-agribusiness-and-our-food-supply-a-spirited-response-to-the-critics/
http://www.butterfliesandwheels.org/2015/in-defense-of-modern-industrial-agriculture-agribusiness-and-our-food-supply-a-spirited-response-to-the-critics/

