USDA: Pesticide residues in food below allowable levels, not safety risk

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and
analysis.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) has posted data from
the 2014 Pesticide Data Program (PDP) Annual Summary, which confirms that overall pesticide chemical
residues found on the foods tested are at levels below the tolerances established by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and do not pose a safety concern. This information, along with an explanatory
guide for consumers, can be found at www.ams.usda.gov/pdp.

The 2014 PDP Annual Summary shows that over 99 percent of the products sampled through PDP had
residues below the EPA tolerances. Residues exceeding the tolerance were detected in 0.36 percent of
the samples tested. The PDP pesticide residue results are reported to Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) and EPA through monthly reports. In instances where a PDP finding may pose a safety risk, FDA
and EPA are immediately notified. EPA has determined the extremely low levels of those residues are not
a food safety risk, and the presence of such residues does not pose a safety concern.

The findings of the Pesticide Data Program Annual Summary, Calendar Year 2014 can be downloaded at
www.ams.usda.gov/pdp. Printed copies of can be obtained by contacting the USDA, Agricultural
Marketing Service, Science and Technology Program, Monitoring Programs Division by e-mail request @
amsmpo.data@ams.usda.gov.

Read full, original post: USDA Releases 2014 Annual Summary for Pesticide Data Program: Report
confirms that pesticide residues do not pose a safety concern for U.S. food
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