
Indian government deliberating on GMO mustard

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.
After a meeting of Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC), the apex body that clears GM field
trials in India, to deliberate on the feasibility of commercial farming of GM mustard, Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar said government will not rush through the decision on the issue.

“Today [February 5], the application for commercialisation of GM Mustard was there for consideration. We
have sought some more information on certain aspects of the data. We will take due deliberations before
reaching any decision and will not rush through the decision,” the minister said.

. . . .

While the minister said public health will not be compromised, he did not rule out the use of science for
increasing agricultural productivity.

“We cannot stop science from progressing. We cannot starve our population. There are other good
alternatives of increasing our productivity like organic farming and using biotechnology for farming but at
the same time the scientific methods are also important,” he said.

[In early February], the Supreme Court had also sought explanation from the government on its proposed
move to introduce GM Mustard. 
“Court has asked us information on the issue and we will submit it in 15 days,” the minister said.

Reacting to the allegation by activists and farmers that GEAC is going ahead on the issue in a secretive
manner, Javadekar said the details that are legally important are duly provided.

“It is not a cricket match where regular commentary is required. Whatever is legally required is provided
through our website,” he said.

Read full, original post: Decision on genetically modified Mustard after ‘due deliberations’: Government
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