Anti-vax parents on trial for death of son by meningitis

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and
analysis.

David and Collet Stephan have a beautiful family. On that, at least, there is little debate. In the many
photos they have posted online, the devout couple’s children are blond and brightly smiling and often
dressed in matching outfits.

But while there may be little doubt about the Stephan family’s good looks, there is a major debate over
their beliefs.

On March 5, the Canadian government opened its trial against David and Collet. The charge: failing to
provide their 19-month-old son, Ezekiel, the necessaries of life.

According to prosecutors, David and Collet stubbornly refused to take their sick son to see a

doctor, instead giving him home remedies such as smoothies containing hot pepper, ginger root,
horseradish, onion and apple cider vinegar. Even after warnings from a family friend who is a nurse, the
anti-vaccine couple took him to a naturopath for echinacea — an herb believed to stimulate the immune
system — instead of to a doctor for an exam.

It was only when Ezekiel began to have trouble breathing that they rushed him to a hospital, prosecutors
said.

By then, it was too late.

Ezekiel died from bacterial meningitis and empyema, two conditions routinely cured with antibiotics, a
medical examiner told the court last week, according to the Lethbridge Herald.

Read full, original post: A toddler got meningitis. His anti-vac parents gave him an herbal remedy. The
toddler died. Now his parents are on trial.
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