
U.S. sugar beet farmers prepare for record crop despite trendiness of non-GMO
cane sugar

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.

U.S. sugar beet farmers are expected to reap a record harvest next year, undeterred by a trend among 
some food manufacturers to favor their competitor, cane sugar that’s not genetically modified (non-GMO), 
the government forecast on Tuesday.

. . . .

The estimate indicates that beet farmers are remaining resolute even as food manufacturers
shun GMO crops like their beet sugar.

Next year’s rising beet production coincides with a 5-percent drop in cane production to 3.62 million tons
due to the closing of a cane mill in Hawaii.

Beets, which represent nearly 60 percent of total U.S. sugar output, have seen record yields since the
widespread adoption of genetically-engineered seeds in 2008. The seeds boosted beet cooperatives’
profit margins as they reduced labor and pesticide expenses.

But recently demand has faltered as buyers turn to cane sugar.

U.S. yogurt maker Dannon, a subsidiary of Danone SA , became one of the latest food companies to jump
on the trend, saying it would move away from GMO ingredients, joining the likes of Hershey Co and
Unilever Plc subsidiary Ben & Jerry’s Homemade Inc.

The scenario has strained the U.S. sugar program, a complicated network of marketing allotments, import
quota and price supports. Cane refiners are pressing USDA to up raw sugar imports to meet the demand,
while beet companies argue their inventories are swelling.

Read full, original post: U.S. sugar beet farmers to grow record crop, unfazed by non-GMO trend


