
Talking Biotech: Bacteria wiping out Florida oranges–Fred Gmitter says GMO tweak
could save them

“Citrus” is a term applied to a variety of popular and nutritious fruits, including oranges, grapefruit, lemons
and limes. Citrus breeders are tasked with improving the varieties, which takes decades. Still, great
progress has been made in fruit improvement. However, over the last twenty years a disease called
Huanglongbing, or “HLB” (also known as “citrus greening”) has emerged in the USA and threatens the
citrus industry. Today the focus is how to grow improved citrus varieties that can survive this insidious
disease. Dr. Fred Gmitter is a seasoned citrus breeder that has produced improved fruit varieties, but also
is working to identify new varieties to combat HLB.
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