
Endocrine disruption fears overheated, say top independent scientists

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.

A meeting was held between Dr. Vytenis Andriukaitis, Commissioner of Health & Food Safety and well
established and respected scientists (Prof. Sir Colin Berry, Prof. Alan Boobis, Prof. Wolfgang Dekant,
Prof. Daniel Dietrich, Prof. Helmut Greim, Prof. Pat Heslop-Harrison and Prof. Richard Sharpe) in the
fields of human risk assessment and endocrine active compounds (“endocrine disrupting chemicals” or
EDCs).

In discussion, the concern was raised that public perceptions about EDCs are currently dominated by
certain scientists, NGOs and well-funded pressure groups, who categorically assert that EDCs contribute
to human cancer, reproductive disorders, obesity and type 2 diabetes. The reality is that there is no
robust, consistent scientific evidence to support such a dogmatic stance, and indeed most of the robust
evidence points in the opposite direction. The group highlighted that the current level of knowledge about
EDC and hormone action is such that it allows scientists and the regulatory bodies to identify compounds
with potential endocrine activity and to address their potential to cause harm to humans or to the
environment via well-established processes.

In the recent consensus document regarding EDCs developed at the BfR in Berlin (April 12-13, 2016; see 
http://www.bfr.bund.de/en/home.html) it was emphasized that identification of EDCs is only the first step in
the risk assessment of EDCs, but that potency and consideration of likely human exposure are necessary
for any adequate evaluation of the human or environmental effects of EDCs.
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