
Gene editing drugs close in on approval, but could carry million dollar price tag

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.

Drugs that act by modifying a patient’s genes are close to approval in the United States, and one is
already available in Europe. The developments mark a triumph for the field of gene therapy, once 
considered controversial.

But with estimated price tags of at least US$1 million per patient, how will anyone pay for these
treatments? The question is just one in a broader debate about how to finance a range of super-expensive
drugs that are now available, thanks to an explosion in genetic and molecular-biology research over the
past 20 years.

“Advances in science are presenting a social affordability question like never before,” says economist
Mark Trusheim at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge. “Do we want to convert the
science into therapies that we actually would have to pay for?”

The difficulties of paying for the fruits of the biotechnology revolution are something that governments are
already struggling with. However, those working on gene therapy are confident that a solution is out there.

Read full, original post: Promising gene therapies pose million-dollar conundrum
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