
Field trial in Brazilian city with GM mosquitoes reduces dengue cases by 91%

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.

[A] technique that modifies insects in order to control their populations has been proven effective. RIDL,
[or] Release of Insects carrying a Dominant Lethal, has been…used in field trials on mosquitoes in order
to reduce cases of dengue. 

Scientists apply the RIDL technique to male insects in the lab, which…makes them die young unless they
receive a substance called tetracycline…Next, they release millions of these male insects into the wild and
allow them to mate with females. [T]he males die soon after mating…[and] [t]heir offspring, which also
need tetracycline to live, will die before reaching adulthood[.]

Using this technique, scientists have reduced the cases of dengue…by 91% in a neighborhood…[in]
Piracicaba[.] There were only 12 cases of dengue in the area, versus 133 cases the previous year.
Surrounding areas also saw a reduction of dengue cases by 52%.

This is good news not only for potential victims of dengue, but also for people who may be susceptible to
Zika, chikungunya, and yellow fever because the mosquito that transmits dengue…also transmits these
other diseases.

Read full, original post: Cases of Dengue Drop 91 Percent Due to Genetically Modified Mosquitoes

https://entomologytoday.org/2015/07/03/genetically-engineered-mosquitoes-reduce-population-by-95-percent/
https://entomologytoday.org/2016/07/14/cases-of-dengue-drop-91-due-to-genetically-modified-mosquitoes/

