
Thousands of studies over 3 decades may have used contaminated or misidentified
cell lines

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis.

The problem is this: Recent estimates suggest that between 20 percent and 36 percent of cell lines
scientists use are contaminated or misidentified — passing off as human tissue cells that in fact come
from pigs, rats, or mice, or in which the desired human cell is tainted with unknown others. But despite
knowing about the issue for at least 35 years, the vast majority of journals have yet to put any kind of
disclaimer on the thousands of studies affected.

Christopher Korch, a geneticist at the University of Colorado, has studied the issue. According to Korch,
nearly 5,800 articles in 1,182 journals may have confused HeLa [a common cervical cancer cell line] for
HEp-2 [a common epithelial cell lin]; another 1,336 articles in 271 journals may have mixed up HeLa with
INT 407. Together, the 7,000-plus papers have been cited roughly 214,000 times, Science reported last 
year.

All told, more than 400 cell lines either lack evidence of origin or have become cross-contaminated with
human or other animal cells at some point in their laboratory lineage.

Read full, original post: Thousands of studies used the wrong cells, and journals are doing nothing
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