
Sensationalist media coverage of gene therapy provokes ethical concerns

Media coverage of trials related to gene therapy has portrayed the clinical research rollercoaster.
 [Recently], The New York Times ran an unusually lengthy and high-profile series of articles…[that]
describe the promising aspects of engineering one’s own immune system to fight cancer, including
dramatic stories of tumors “melting away” and promises of complete remission.

Yet commentary on the ethical implications of these events has been scant, and these events
raise…concerns about what bioethicists call “therapeutic misconception” – vulnerable patients seeking
enrollment in a clinical trial with the mistaken belief that the gene therapy is approved by the FDA to be
safe and effective…

…

Articles (here and here) characterized…deaths [in clinical trials] and the corresponding swift response as
a “bump in the road,” myopically questioning how it would impact the clinical trial progression and 
corporate financial outlook. Minimizing patient deaths that may have resulted from the gene therapy rather
than their underlying illness is dehumanizing and ethically inappropriate, even if we reason that these
patients were near the end of life.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Questions about Deaths in Cancer Trials using Gene-Altered Cells

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/02/health/cancer-cell-therapy-immune-system.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/01/health/immunotherapy-offers-hope-to-a-cancer-patient-but-no-certainty.html
https://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2016/07/08/juno-therapeutics-cancer-trial-deaths/
https://decisionresourcesgroup.com/drg-blog/bump-road-juno-therapeutics-now-back-track/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/luketimmerman/2016/07/12/juno-therapeutics-re-starts-cancer-trial-after-deaths-put-study-on-hold/

