
First quadriplegic to undergo stem cell treatment can now use upper body

For the first time ever, neuroscientists have treated a total quadriplegic with stem cells, and he has
substantially recovered the functions of his upper body only two months into the process.

The Keck Medical Center of USC announced that a team of doctors became the first in California to inject
an experimental treatment made from stem cells, AST-OPC1, into the damaged cervical spine of a
recently paralyzed 21-year-old man as part of a multi-center clinical trial.

…

Leading the surgical team[,]…Charles Liu, MD, PhD, director of the USC Neurorestoration Center,
injected an experimental dose of 10 million AST-OPC1 cells directly into Kris’ cervical spinal cord in [April
2016].

…

Two weeks after surgery, Kris began to show signs of improvement. Three months later, he’s able to feed
himself, use his cell phone, write his name, operate a motorized wheelchair and hug his friends and family.

…

“As of 90 days post-treatment, Kris has gained significant improvement in his motor function, up to two
spinal cord levels,” said Dr. Liu.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis. Read full, original post: First Ever Quadriplegic Treated With Stem Cells Regains Motor 
Control in His Upper Body
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