
Addition of Hawaiian bees to endangered species list unrelated to honey bees

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service added 49 species of plants and animals to the endangered species list
on [Sept. 30], all native to Hawaii. …[T]he 75-page document garnered national media attention thanks to
the [inclusion of]… yellow-faced bees.

…Given the national panic about bee populations, you can see why this addition… might make something
of a splash.

But we should not be panicking about the bees. …[Y]es, we can worry about the recently listed bees, but
that’s a separate problem. The threat of colony collapse disorder… has largely passed. …[D]espite
troubling population declines in the late ’00s, honeybees are not actually in imminent danger of extinction.
They… have largely recovered well…

For the most part, the FWS’s announcement was covered correctly… by national media outlets. “Bees
Added to U.S. Endangered Species List for 1st Time,” read the headline of one story from NPR. That story
….[made no] mention of honeybees whatsoever, since, again, they’re separate problems, a distinction
that many people… failed to grasp.

Perhaps it was the liberal use of such nonspecific phrasing (“The bees are dying,” read one Washington 
Post lede)… Or perhaps it’s the fact that 6 in 10 people who share a link never even clicked on it.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis. Read full, original post: No, the Bee-Pocalypse Isn’t Here Yet

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-09-30/pdf/2016-23112.pdf
https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=bees+endangered&tbm=nws
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/10/03/496402620/bee-species-added-to-u-s-endangered-species-list-for-1st-time
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2016/10/03/u-s-bees-were-just-added-to-the-endangered-species-list-for-the-first-time/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-intersect/wp/2016/06/16/six-in-10-of-you-will-share-this-link-without-reading-it-according-to-a-new-and-depressing-study/
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2016/10/yellow_faced_bees_not_honeybees_were_just_listed_as_endangered.html

