
Genetics of modern Danish reveal surprising homogeneity

People from Denmark are genetically similar to each other no matter which part of the country they come
from, report researchers in the journal GENETICS….

Eight hundred Danish high school students contributed genetic material…and the data were used to
decode population-wide patterns of genetic variation. Although there were subtle traces of the impact of
Danish history on genetic similarity between different regions, the study revealed that, in genetic terms
and disregarding recent migration in the last two generations, Denmark has a relatively homogeneous
population and people have mixed freely between different parts of the country.

…

Georgios Athanasiadis, from Aarhus University in Denmark, led this detailed investigation of Danish
genetics.

“Despite its small size and lack of geographic barriers, Denmark has many distinct dialect groups and has
been in contact with neighboring populations. Having a clear vision of the country’s genetic structure is an
interesting endeavor,” he says.

…

Athanasiadis says that, although many ancestral European populations were also relatively
homogeneous, he was impressed by the extent of the result in Denmark.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Genomic Study Of High School Students From Across Denmark 
Reveals Remarkable Genetic Homogeneity
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