Golden Rice could be released commercially in Bangladesh as early as 2018

The first field trial of the Golden Rice in Bangladesh has yielded promising results, triggering prospect of
the vitamin A-rich grain’s release as early as 2018.

Two months after harvesting the Bangladeshi version of Golden Rice line, GR2E BRRI dhan29, scientists
at Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) found that rice grains retained 10 ?g/g (micrograms/gram)
beta carotene which is good enough to address vitamin-A deficiency (VAD).

With this development, a long wait is nearly over for rice breeders who have been trying since 1999 for a
varietal development and release of Golden Rice, long being touted by the scientist fraternity as a key
remedy to acute VAD problem.

According to the World Health Organization’s global VAD database, one in every five pre-school children
in Bangladesh is vitamin A-deficient. Among the pregnant women, 23.7 percent suffer from VAD.

Provided the BRRI gets the necessary regulatory approval, the organisation would go for multi-location
field trials of GR2E BRRI dhan29 in Boro seasons in next two years to set off the process of its
commercial release, said Partha.
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