
Personalized genetic tests might not help consumers make healthier choices

Would knowing you are at high genetic risk for developing a disease like diabetes motivate you to live a 
healthier life? A new study suggests it wouldn’t.

Researchers at Cambridge University provided written information about the risk factors, prevention, 
treatment and consequences of Type 2 diabetes to 569 healthy middle-aged men and women.

…

Researchers interviewed them eight weeks later and found no differences between the groups in what 
they ate or how active they were. Nor were there any differences in anxiety levels among the three 
groups. The findings appeared in PLoS Medicine.

“The consumer-direct testing companies would have you believe that genetic information is more 
motivating in behavior change,” said the lead author, Job G. Godino, now an epidemiologist at the 
University of California, San Diego. “We tested that. It isn’t.”

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Does Gene Testing Spur Healthier Habits?

http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002185
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/02/well/live/does-gene-testing-spur-healthier-habits-maybe-not.html?_r=0

