
Environmental groups push stricter pesticide rules, including glyphosate ban, in
Hawaii

Hawaii residents concerned about pesticide use by major agriculture companies on the islands are
planning a push to strengthen regulation over chemicals they fear harm their health.

The divisive issue has drawn thousands to the Legislature in recent years following incidents where
schoolchildren and agriculture workers fell ill and some suspected their sickness was connected to
pesticides sprayed by seed testing companies.

Several major agriculture companies test genetically engineered crops on the islands….

A recent study found there wasn’t enough evidence to show the pesticides … caused adverse health or
environmental effects on the community. But the study encouraged the state to boost its environmental
monitoring and data collection.

A court decision declaring it’s up to the state — not counties — to regulate agriculture and a change in
committee leadership in the House have added momentum to the effort to enhance state regulation.

. . . .

Advocates are pushing bills to require companies to fully disclose when and where they’re spraying
pesticides and to mandate buffer zones around schools and hospitals. Another proposal calls for the state
and counties to stop using sprays containing glyphosate, an herbicide originally brought to market by
Monsanto.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Hawaii residents renew push for stricter pesticide rules

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/hawaii-pesticide-rules/

