
Free genealogy website has lots of ‘private’ information about you

There are many “people search” sites and data brokers out there, like Spokeo, or Intelius, that also know
a lot about you. This is not news, at least for the Internet-literate. And the information on
FamilyTreeNow comes largely from the public records and other legally accessible sources that those
other data brokers use. What makes FamilyTreeNow stand out on the creepy scale, though, is how
easy the site makes it for anyone to access that information all at once, and free.

Profiles on FamilyTreeNow include the age, birth month, family members, addresses and phone numbers
for individuals in their system, if they have them. It also guesses at their “possible associates,” all on a
publicly accessible, permalink-able page.

…

Sure, a free database aggregating thousands of U.S. public records could be beloved by genealogy
hobbyists across the country. But the site is also extremely useful to those who might want to harass or
physically harm someone else….

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: You’ve probably never heard of this creepy genealogy site. But it 
knows a lot about you.
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