
Talking Biotech: Genetically engineering plants to resist disease

Following on the January 16 episode, plants contain a family of genes called “R genes” that play important
roles in resistance to disease. They are part of an evolutionary arms race between plants and pathogens.

This week’s guest is Matt Heml, a graduate student at Indiana University working for Roger Innes, a
biologist who specializes in molecular and cellular basis of disease resistance in plants. The Innes
Lab researches how to be able to rework the networks in plants that sense pathogens, hoping to adapt
their sensitivity to threats not innately sensed.

Follow Matt at @Mattdhelm

Follow Kevin Folta on Twitter @kevinfolta | Facebook: Facebook.com/kmfolta/ | Lab website: 
Arabidopsisthaliana.com | All funding: Kevinfolta.com/transparency

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/066_Helm.mp3
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