
Almost all human ancestors migrated out of Africa 50,000 years ago at same time

Although Australia is halfway around the world from our species’s accepted birthplace in Africa, the
continent is nevertheless home to some of the earliest undisputed signs of modern humans outside Africa,
and Aborigines have unique languages and cultural adaptations. Some researchers have posited that the
ancestors of the Aborigines were the first modern humans to surge out of Africa….

Not so, according to a trio of genomic studies, the first to analyze many full genomes from Australia and
New Guinea. They conclude that, like most other living Eurasians, Aborigines descend from a single
group of modern humans who swept out of Africa 50,000 to 60,000 years ago and then spread in different
directions.

…

That means Aborigines and all other non-African people descend from the same out-of-Africa sweep, and
that Australia was initially settled only once, rather than twice as some earlier evidence had
suggested. Patterns in the Aboriginal DNA also point to a genetic bottleneck about 50,000 years ago: the
lasting legacy of the small group that first colonized the ancient continent.

 

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Almost all living people outside of Africa trace back to a single 
migration more than 50,000 years ago
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