
Former US agriculture secretaries: Dow-Dupont merger would encourage
innovation, help secure America’s food supply

Editor’s note: This article was written by Mike Johanns, former agriculture secretary under President 
George W. Bush, and Dan Glickman, former agriculture secretary under former President Bill Clinton.

Looking forward, we see headwinds acting against the livelihoods and future global competitiveness of
American farmers and the security of our national food supply: the unmanageable cost of innovation and
the need for a strong, focused American-owned agriculture company.

Dow and DuPont are each huge conglomerates within which their relatively small agriculture businesses
must compete for resources against other businesses. By coming together, they intend to then create a
single, independent, U.S.-based and -owned pure agriculture company capable of competing effectively
against their still larger global peers.

Given the current landscape, now more than ever America’s farmers need what Dow and DuPont are
proposing – a strong, focused American agriculture company that is American-owned, championing the
interests of the American farmer in a marketplace that may soon be dominated by foreign-owned
behemoths. Without such an enterprise, totally and completely focused on agriculture, with every minute
of every day devoted to working in partnership with farmers and the full range of entities working to feed
an ever-expanding need for sustainable food sources, the American farmers who grow our food lose out –
and the people who eat it do, too.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Bush, Clinton Ag Secretaries: U.S. Needs American Ag Company to 
Counter Foreign Competition
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