
Nature’s hard drive: All of the world’s data could be stored in DNA–in one room

Humanity has a data storage problem: More data were created in the past 2 years than in all of preceding
history. And that torrent of information may soon outstrip the ability of hard drives to capture it. Now,
researchers report that they’ve come up with a new way to encode digital data in DNA to create the
highest-density large-scale data storage scheme ever invented. Capable of storing 215 petabytes (215
million gigabytes) in a single gram of DNA, the system could, in principle, store every bit of datum ever
recorded by humans in a container about the size and weight of a couple of pickup trucks. But whether the
technology takes off may depend on its cost.

DNA has many advantages for storing digital data. It’s ultracompact, and it can last hundreds of
thousands of years if kept in a cool, dry place.

Scientists have been storing digital data in DNA since 2012. That was when Harvard University geneticists
George Church, Sri Kosuri, and colleagues encoded a 52,000-word book in thousands of snippets of DNA
, using strands of DNA’s four-letter alphabet of A, G, T, and C to encode the 0s and 1s of the digitized file.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: DNA could store all of the world’s data in one room
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