
Talking Biotech: Habitat loss, parasitic mites — not GMOs, pesticides — prime
culprits in butterfly, bee losses

Monarch butterfly numbers in North America have decreased and the rate of over-winter honey bee
colony loss has doubled in recent years. GMO crops and pesticides such as neonicotinoids have been
blamed, but what does the most up-to-date science have to stay about their relationships with these
important pollinators? It’s complicated, says Dr. Ric Bessin, an entomology professor at the University of
Kentucky, but a host of other factors, from monarch habitat loss in Mexico to parasitic mites in bees, are
likely more important. Hosted by Dr. Paul Vincelli.
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