
EU leaning toward permanent ban of neonicotinoid insecticides, citing ‘acute risk to
bees’

The world’s most widely used insecticides would be banned from all fields across Europe under draft
regulations from the European commission, seen by the Guardian.

The documents are the first indication that the powerful commission wants a complete ban and cite “high
acute risks to bees”. A ban could be in place [in 2017] if the proposals are approved by a majority of EU
member states.

Bees and other pollinators are vital for many food crops but have been declining for decades due to
habitat loss, disease and pesticide use. The insecticides, called neonicotinoids, have been in use for over
20 years and have been linked to serious harm in bees.

A fierce battle has been fought between environmental campaigners and farming and pesticides groups.
The latter argue the insecticides are vital for crop protection and that opposition is to them is political.

The EU imposed a temporary ban on the use of the three key neonicotinoids on some crops in 2013.
However, the new proposals are for a complete ban on their use in fields, with the only exception being for
plants entirely grown in greenhouses. The proposals could be voted on as soon as May and, if approved,
would enter force within months.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Europe poised for total ban on bee-harming pesticides

For more background on the Genetic Literacy Project, read GLP on Wikipedia
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