
How will Sonny Perdue’s appointment to secretary of agriculture affect small family
farms?

Donald Trump owes his election in no small part to the support of farm country. But since entering office,
almost all his actions and pronouncements have betrayed an abysmal understanding of farm and rural
concerns. No surprise, then, that food and farm advocates have looked eagerly to Sonny Perdue, who
was sworn in as agriculture secretary on Tuesday, to educate and temper the president on their issues.

Most worrisome is that it appears that, under Trump and Perdue, the USDA will double down on an
industrialized, corporate food and agriculture model that is already failing most farmers and rural residents.

Perdue’s Senate hearing centered on USDA programs that cater to large-scale companies producing
commodity crops. The former governor said farmers and taxpayers are getting “good value” from these
programs. Tell this to farmers, most of whom run small family-owned operations, who in 2017 will face a
fourth consecutive year of diminished income in spite of record productivity.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Will Sonny Perdue, Trump’s agriculture pick, stand up for the little 
guy? Don’t bank on it

For more background on the Genetic Literacy Project, read GLP on Wikipedia
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