
10 traits we share with ancient Neanderthals

While Neanderthals are long-extinct (and possibly a subspecies of modern humans), archaeology is
proving that they had a lot in common with people today.

10. Their Cognition Included Symbols

Scientists in Crimea found an interesting article at the Zaskalnaya VI site, once a Neanderthal haunt, in
2017. A small bone belonging to a raven appeared to have been decorated. While not an elaborate
carving, two notches nevertheless caught researchers’ attention…Finding altered bones at Neanderthal
sites is nothing new…The Zaskalnaya bone is the first, however, to indicate that Neanderthals included
symbolic patterns in their carvings.

…

7. Their Homes Had Hot Water

[Researchers are certain] that some Neanderthal caves probably had artificially heated water sources. A
60,000-year-old cave in Barcelona, Spain, had…a hole found near the hearths in 2015. Archaeologists
believe the feature was an aid to give the community hot water…. 

…

3. Toys For Their Kids

Educational toys appeared to have been a thing in Neanderthal society. The discovery of what appear to
be several toy axes is adding to a growing body of evidence that Neanderthal families existed as close
groups in which members cared for each other.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Top 10 Remarkable Traits Neanderthals Have In Common With 
Modern Humans

For more background on the Genetic Literacy Project, read GLP on Wikipedia

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-03/p-adr032317.php
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/neanderthals-had-houses-hot-water-180956438/
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/neanderthal-children-played-toy-axes-say-experts-1444607
http://listverse.com/2017/04/20/top-10-remarkable-traits-neanderthals-have-in-common-with-humans/?ref=yfp
http://listverse.com/2017/04/20/top-10-remarkable-traits-neanderthals-have-in-common-with-humans/?ref=yfp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_Literacy_Project

