
Talking Biotech: Naturally transgenic sweet potato can be tweaked to fight plant
disease, boost nutrition

This week’s Talking Biotech guest is Dr. Jan Kreuze, a plant virologist at the Center for Potato
Improvement (CIP) in Lima, Peru. He is working on developing disease-resistant sweet potatoes that can
fend off what he calls “the HIV of sweet potatoes.” His team was able to identify a protein that interferes
with the sweet potatoes’ defense mechanism. The podcast concludes with a discussion of the sweet
potato’s natural horizontal gene transfer that could be the basis of its domestication.

Dr. Kreuze’s PNAS paper is here.

Follow Dr. Jan Kreuze on Twitter @JanKreuze

Follow Talking Biotech on Twitter @TalkingBiotech

Follow Kevin Folta on Twitter @kevinfolta | Facebook: Facebook.com/kmfolta/ | Lab website: 
Arabidopsisthaliana.com | All funding: Kevinfolta.com/transparency

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/080_kreuze_final.mp3
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Visit Kevin Folta’s Talking Biotech

For more background on the Genetic Literacy Project, read GLP on Wikipedia
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