Infographic: Global GM crops reduced farm chemical usage and CO2 emissions in
2016 boom year

[T]he International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications (ISAAA) released its annual
report showcasing the 110-fold increase in adoption rate of biotech crops globally in just 21 years of
commercialization — growing from 1.7 million hectares in 1996 to 185.1 million hectares in 2016. ISAAA’s
report, “Global Status of Commercialized Biotech/GM Crops: 2016,” continues to demonstrate the long-
standing benefits of biotech crops for farmers in developing and industrialized countries, as well as
consumer benefits of recently approved and commercialized varieties.

Examining other benefits of biotechnology, ISAAA reports that the adoption of biotech crops has reduced
CO2 emissions equal to removing approximately 12 million cars from the road annually in recent years;
conserved biodiversity by removing 19.4 million hectares of land from agriculture in 2015; and decreased
the environmental impact with a 19% reduction in herbicide and insecticide use.1 Additionally, in
developing countries, planting biotech crops has helped alleviate hunger by increasing the incomes for 18
million small farmers and their families, bringing improved financial stability to more than 65 million people.
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The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and
analysis. Read full, original post: Biotech/GM Crops Surge to a New Peak of 185.1 Million Hectares in

2016
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