
Kenya could become first country to approve GMO bridal bouquet ‘baby’s breath’
flowers

Baby’s breath, a staple of bridal bouquets, could become Kenya’s first commercially grown genetically 
modified (GM) flower.

By introducing genes that alter the color of baby’s breath’s tiny white flowers, producers hope to create a 
new offering from Kenya’s flower industry. This is despite a decision to halt field trials of GM crops, 
including GM maize and cotton.

But unlike crops, flowers do not have the same safety concerns. In a report by the United States
Department of Agriculture, the regulator concludes: “Given the non-controversial nature of the GM plant in
terms of food and environmental safety, Gypsophila may be the first GM plant to be commercialized in
Kenya.”

The East African country is a major flower exporter, with its flowers sold in more than 60 countries. With a
price tag of 70.8 billion Kenyan shillings ($680 million), the flower industry is a major contributor to its
gross domestic product.

…

If successful, Kenya would be the first country to authorize the production of these varieties….

About 95% of the flowers grown in Kenya are exported, says Kenyan Flower Council CEO Jane Ngige. 
The European Union is a major market for Kenya’s flower industry with a market share of 38%, she says.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Your bridal bouquet will soon be enhanced by genetically modified 
flowers from Kenya

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/kenya-gypsophila-may-be-first-gm-product-be-commercialized-kenya
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-netherlands-flowers-idUSKCN0Z21RW
https://qz.com/1038213/kenya-will-soon-market-genetically-modified-babys-breath-flowers-in-a-variety-of-colors/

