
Environmentalist Stewart Brand: Opposing GMOs ‘the biggest mistake the
environmental movement has ever made’

If we are serious about curbing climate change, what would actually help? More people in cities, lots of
nuclear power stations and lashings of GM crops, urges Stewart Brand. Unless green activists embrace
the benefits of all three, they are not part of the solution, but part of the problem.

…

On genetic manipulation, he relates no Yucca-style epiphany. Brand felt that swapping genes around was
no big deal back in the 70s, when scientists first worked out how to do it. The profoundly
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unnatural human activity, for him, is agriculture. But it has become clearer that GM crops can make it
better: more productive, more sustainable, and more adaptable to climate change. Opposing such use of
helpful technology, in his view, is the biggest mistake the environmental movement has ever made.

…

His own big idea is that the best approach to the issues he discusses is pragmatism. He fleshes it out by
example, rather than by discussing its philosophical defence by John Dewey or William James. He
reckons it is an engineer’s approach, accepting whatever gets results. For environmentalists, he suggests,
it means not a shift in ideology, but discarding ideology completely.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Whole Earth Discipline: An Ecopragmatist Manifesto by Stewart Brand

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2010/jan/09/whole-earth-catalog-book-review

