
Artificial intelligence uses facial features to detect sexual orientation

AI’s power to pick out patterns is now turning to more intimate matters. Research at Stanford University by
Michal Kosinski and Yilun Wang has shown that machine vision can infer sexual orientation by analysing
people’s faces. The researchers suggest the software does this by picking up on subtle differences in
facial structure. With the right data sets, Dr Kosinski says, similar AI systems might be trained to spot
other intimate traits, such as IQ or political views. Just because humans are unable to see the signs in
faces does not mean that machines cannot do so.

…

When shown one photo each of a gay and straight man, both chosen at random, the model distinguished
between them correctly 81% of the time. When shown five photos of each man, it attributed sexuality
correctly 91% of the time. The model performed worse with women, telling gay and straight apart with
71% accuracy after looking at one photo, and 83% accuracy after five. In both cases the level of
performance far outstrips human ability to make this distinction.

…

The point is not that Dr Kosinski and Mr Wang have created software which can reliably determine gay
from straight. That was not their goal. Rather, they have demonstrated that such software is possible.

The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Advances in AI are used to spot signs of sexuality
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