
Mystery Norwegian jelly-like blobs stump marine biologists

Giant, jelly-like blobs have been sighted off the western coast of Norway, but the identities of these
mysterious objects have scientists stumped.

The blobs are about 3.3 feet (1 meter) in diameter and are translucent, except for a strange dark streak
running through their center, Science Nordic reported. No one knows what they are, or what made them.

“This is a mystery, actually,” said Michael Vecchione, an invertebrate zoologist at the Smithsonian
Institution who has been corresponding with Norwegian researchers about the blobs. “It could be an egg
mass, or something completely different, but we just don’t know at this point until we get some more
detailed observations.”

…

[G]etting a sample might not be easy. Gelatinous egg masses are very light, and they’re hard to get close
to because the slightest ripple in the water pushes them away, Vecchione said. A diver trying to get a
sample might have the best luck with a “slurper” tool that uses a vacuum to capture soft underwater
objects. The researchers ask that the sample be frozen and that they be contacted to collect the sample. 
The GLP aggregated and excerpted this blog/article to reflect the diversity of news, opinion, and 
analysis. Read full, original post: Huge Jelly Blobs Spotted Off Norway Coast: What Are They?

http://sciencenordic.com/what-are-these-gigantic-balls-jelly-sea
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