
Scientist raised next to sugarcane farm where controlled burning rampant explains
ecological benefits of GMO sugar beets

In the early 90s, I lived in Barquisimeto, Venezuela, known for music, art, and its green Valle del Turbio.
This valley carried the name of the Rio Turbio that runs through it. … From our home, the beautiful vista
looked idyllic, until the sugarcane was harvested.

…

To harvest the sugarcane, which occurred more than once a year, the farms practiced controlled burning.
…

If you have never seen a controlled burn, it’s exactly as you would imagine: the smoke is visible from
miles away and the ash rains down from the sky. For those of us living closest to the farm, our homes
would be hit by ash that was inches long.

…

[D]emand for sugar derived from sugar cane is on the rise due to customer rejection of sugar derived from
sugar beets, which are often genetically engineered. 
…

Sugarcane burning, which is practiced in many regions of the world including the US, has health and
environmental impacts (here, here, here, and here).
Pesticides used with sugarcane are not necessarily better for workers or the environment (see table
produced by Dr Andrew Kniss).
Although the US produces sugar from sugarcane, it also imports a considerable amount from
different regions of the world, including developing nations with possibly poor labor conditions.
Consumers may be purchasing non-GMO in attempts to eschew crops produced and patented by
large agrichemical corporations. However, companies such as Monsanto offer non-GMO sugarcane 
seeds.

…

GMO sugar beets in the US are tolerant to the herbicide glyphosate. This technology greatly improved the
farming of this crop. …

Given the choice of living next to a sugarcane farm again or a sugar beet farm, I’ll gladly pick the latter.

Read full, original post: I was raised next to a sugar cane farm. Here’s why I support GMO sugar beets.
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