Australia set to reduce regulations of CRISPR gene editing to speed up crop
research

Australia is set to reform how it regulates new genetic engineering techniques, which experts say will help
to dramatically speed up health and agriculture research.

The changes will enable agricultural scientists to breed higher yielding crops faster and cheaper, or ones
resistant to drought and disease.

Australia’s gene technology regulator Raj Bhula has proposed reducing regulations around gene editing
techniques such as CRISPR, following a 12 month technical review into the current regulations.

The most radical change put forward by the regulator is that some of the more efficient and newer genetic
technologies, known as gene editing, would not be considered “genetic modification”.

“With gene editing you don’t always have to use genetic material from another organism, it is just editing
the [existing] material within the organism,” Dr Bhula said.

“If these technologies lead to outcomes no different to the processes people have been using for
thousands of years, then there is no need to regulate them, because of their safe history of use,” she said.

If approved, the reforms will have wide ranging benefits for agriculture research, and could speed up the
research and commercialisation of disease, salt or drought-resistant crops, or high yielding varieties.

Read full, original post: Genetic modification laws set for shake-up, with health and agriculture research
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