
Wild relatives could help staple crops like chickpeas adapt to climate change

They are nutritious, versatile and a dietary staple for millions of people from South Asia to Ethiopia, but
scientists have warned that the humble chickpea is under threat from climate impacts such as higher
temperatures, drought and pests.

The key to saving the chickpea could lie with a project cross-breeding domestic and wild varieties – found
only in southeastern Turkey near the border with war-torn Syria – said a study published this week in the
journal Nature Communications.

Unlike domestic crops, which receive dedicated care in the form of fertilisers and pesticides, their wild
relatives are able to adapt to changing conditions, according to scientists.

“It will take another five years before it’s in the hands of a farmer in Ethiopia … but we are well on the road
to being there,” [said] Eric J. B. von Wettberg, a plant geneticist at the University of Vermont….

…

About one in five people globally depend on legumes such as chickpeas as their primary source of
protein, Von Wettberg said.

He called for better protection for and conservation of wild varieties of crops, which could have traits that
would allow them to survive and thrive under climate pressures.

Editor’s note: Read the full study

Read full, original post: Wild crops could save chickpeas from being blitzed, scientists say

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-018-02867-z
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